
Dexter Elementary 

Newsletter 
415 E. Grove St. 

315-779-2300 

Dexter, NY 13634 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

As the end of the year is upon us, please be sure to check our monthly calendar for end of year promotion 

assemblies, field trips, and other information.  It will be a busy final month and we want to make sure you 

are kept up to date on everything that will be taking place.  Pre-K promotion is Thursday, June 20 at 9:30 

AM and Kindergarten promotion is also June 20 at 1:30 PM.  Sixth grade graduation is Tuesday, June 25  at 

9:30 AM.  The last day of the school year for students is Tuesday, June 25.   Summer vacation officially 

starts on Wednesday, June 26, for students!! 

With the nice weather finally here, students like to ride their bicycles to school.  Please be sure you have 

filled out a bicycle riding permission slip and that your child has a properly fitting bicycle helmet.  If your 

child does not have a helmet, he/she will not be able to ride his/her bicycle to or from school.  If you need a 

form, please contact Mrs. Scordo in the main office and we will make sure one is sent home to you. 

The Dexter Main office is open 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM during the summer.  The District will be closed Thursday, 

July 4 and Friday, July 5.  The 2019-20 school year will have many changes and there will be                          

correspondences sent and   information posted on the website to keep everyone updated.   

Open House at Dexter and Brownville-Glen Park Elementary buildings will be on Tuesday, September 3.  

Dexter Elementary Open House for students entering Grades Pre-K – 2nd will be from 5:00-6:00 PM and 

Brownville-Glen Park Open House for students entering Grades 3rd – 6th will be from 6:15-7:15 PM.   

Jr./Sr. High School Open House for students entering 7th-12th grade is Wednesday, September 4 from        

6:00-7:00 PM.   

School begins for students on Thursday, September 5, 2019.   

The students, teachers, staff, and parents of Dexter Elementary are terrific partners and I look forward to 

being able to continue these relationships next year.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 

questions, comments or concerns.  Once again, thank you! 

Sincerely, 

Dave Ramie 



IT’S  

BOOK SWAP 

TIME!! 

Bring in your gently used books from home during the month of MAY to 

trade in for new ones during library class in June! 

Books must be school age appropriate and you must 

have parents’ permission 

To trade your books from home! 

Please limit your swaps to 10 books. 

Parents, if you are clearing out books and want to donate more, please 

bring to school  and make sure to let us know 

So we can credit your child for 10 books from the swap. 

If we get enough donations, 

Everyone will get to swap, even if you don’t bring in a book! 

 

Summer reading, here we 

come!!! 



Pre-K 
Prekindergarten is rounding out the year learning about animals, 

habitats, and plants.  We have had fun engaging in a variety of   

activities.  Take a look below to see the fun we have been having! 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

”We’re going on a bear 

hunt, we’ve got our          

binoculars, and we’re not 

scared”.  We missed the 

bear, but he left us a 

friend in our room to     

cuddle. 

 

“Under the Sea!  Under the 

Sea!  Life must be better 

down where it’s wetter…take 

it from a fish…and PreK! 

Mrs. Zehr 

And  

Mrs. Vincent 



 

         Kindergarten 

The Kindergarten classes are anticipating warm dry weather, and have 

observed many signs of spring.  In addition to spring, they have been 

learning about Earth Day and their role in taking care of the Earth. 

 

The children have been reading and writing every day.  They love being 

able to read by themselves and write about their thoughts and ideas.  In 

Math, we will be finishing up the school year with two and                  

three-dimensional shapes. 

 

It is amazing how much the children have learned and retained in such a 

short time.  To stay prepared for First grade we are hoping all of the    

children will continue to use/practice their new reading skills over the 

summer. 

 

Mrs. Bellinger  

And  

Ms. Biedekapp 



First Grade 

Mrs. St. Onge and Ms. Tyo 

It’s hard to believe, but the end of our school year is 
in sight.  Your child has made so much progress in first 
grade.  As we near summer break, we hope you will 
think about the skills your child has learned this year 
and that you will find ways to foster this growth 
throughout the summer.  You may want to work on 
creating a summer bucket list with your child, be sure 
to include activities that are fun, but that can be    
educational too.  Activities that incorporate reading, 
writing, math, and science will be great for keeping 
your child up to speed for second grade. 



Second Grade 

We cannot believe the year is almost complete! We have enjoyed 
watching your child grow in many aspects and we are proud of the little 

learners they have become.  

 

 We are working hard on finishing up our math chapters, so we can     
review ALL of the skills we’ve learned this year. Please, help us out, by      
practicing these skills at home for the remainder of the year and over the 
summer.   It is important for second graders to keep practicing time, money, 
and basic addition and subtraction facts all year around.  They are valuable 
life skills that everyone needs. 

  

We are looking forward to our real-life Wax Museum that will be taking place 
at the end of May. Your children have worked extremely hard on their posters 
and have spent time getting to know their famous person. We will also        
continue working on our grammar skills and really vamping up our writing. As 
the year comes to an end we will begin learning how to write the letters of 
the alphabet in cursive and learn to write our names in cursive, too.  

 

  

Please have a safe and fun summer!  

Miss Martin  

And  

Mrs. Wiley 



 The Third Grade took part in the annual Dexter Elementary School Science 
Fair and Art Show.  We had a lot of fun and enjoyed learning from fellow 
students about their projects.  The third graders did a great job taking both 
the New York State English Language Arts and Mathematics exams in April 
and May. 

     Mrs. Widrick from The Jefferson Historical Society visited our classroom 
so we could learn about the Thousand Islands.  We discovered that there 
are a lot more islands:  actually 1,864 islands! 

     We are still working hard in all subject areas and currently trying to have 
every student master their multiplication facts before fourth grade!       
Summer is quickly approaching and we want to remind our third graders to 
continue reading.  Please try to read for at least fifteen minutes each night 
and remember to choose books that are on your level.  Also, continue to 
practice your math facts.  This will make for an easier transition into the 
fourth grade. 

Mrs. Ketcham 

And  

Miss Edwards 

Third Grade 



Fourth Grade 

Fourth grade students have been busy, and this year has flown by! Students 

will take the New York State Science test June 3rd, the last one of the year. Fourth 

graders have worked very hard to prepare for the state assessments, and also        

enjoyed the challenging experiments they were able to complete during the      

hands-on portion of the State Science Test. 

Although students have been working hard, we’ve had some fun too. On May 

23rd we planted flowers on the Dexter Village Green as part of the village’s        

Memorial Day celebration. Students learned an important lesson on community   

service.  We also learned that some of our students have green thumbs!! 

Students have really enjoyed learning about colonial times in Social Studies. 

We are currently reading the novel Farmer Boy. Students also had the opportunity 

to listen to a historical society presentation about one room schoolhouses. Our end 

of the year field trip to Stone Mills on June 11th will allow students to experience 

some activities from Almanzo’s childhood firsthand.   

As summer approaches many students’ minds are on the upcoming vacation. 

We hope all    

students have an 

active summer. 

      

Mrs. Moore  

And  

Mrs. Paige 



Fifth Grade 
Students are glad to have the state test behind them and get back 

into the swing of things.  They are enjoying being able to get outside 
for some much needed recess.

           

Important Dates 

 May 22nd, 2019 
  

Farm and Home Safety Day at Old McDonald’s 

  

May 23rd 
  

Art and Science Fair, 6-7 at Dexter 

  

June 18th, 2019 
  

Boldt Castle Field Trip 
 Continued... 



 

 

ELA & Social Studies 

In ELA, students are finishing the novel Maniac 
Magee.  They are learning about the themes of equality and 
friendship.  Next students will begin a project that will      
connect ELA and social studies.  They will learn about where     
bananas come from and how the products we buy affect the 
people who produce them.  They will create a video to         
discuss the “Real Cost of Bananas.” 

Math & Science 

In Math, students will begin working on a graphing 
unit.  We will continue to review fractions, decimals,    
volume and other fifth grade skills. 

In Science, we are learning about Earth’s Place in 
the Universe. Through experiments, literature, and visual
-media we are going to discover why some stars appear 
brighter than others and understand the patterns and 
changes in shadows, day and night, and the seasonal    
appearance of stars in the night sky. 

We also took a short break from space to dissect 
owl pellets and discover the eating habits of owls. We 
will finish the year competing against one another in The 
Great Desert Island STEM Challenge. We will create a    
variety of projects designed to help get a shipwrecked 
friend off a deserted island. 
 

Mrs. Konwinski 

And 

Mrs. Vodicka 



Sixth Grade 

The sixth graders have been very busy in the past few months. 

Now that testing is over, things will be back to normal.  Math has 

slowed down and students are doing work that will help with the 

first part of grade seven. 

 We have been reading a book titled, “World Without Fish,” in 

reading.  We are discussing fish depletion in the oceans and its  

effects on our environment.   The students will be working on a 

project to parallel concerns with our rivers and lakes.  Just ask 

your child what the project is about, and they will give you lots of 

information and their concerns for our waters!  

In science students continue to study earth’s systems. They will be 

ending the year by classifying and testing rock samples. Believe it 

or not, this is a favorite with lots of hands on work! 

 In social studies we are into ancient Greece and Rome, favorites 

with more myths, stories and mythology.  Hopefully, we will get 

to another chapter on the Byzantine Empire. These will wrap up 

the year for us. 

We wish to thank all parents for their hard work this year as well 

as our PTO.  We feel the students had some great experiences that 

were made possible by your help. 
 

 Continued... 



Grade 6 Transition to 7th 

Big changes are right around the corner for sixth graders.  

There is a parent information night on Monday, June 10
th

 at 6:30 

pm in the High School Auditorium; parents and students are               

encouraged to attend. Informal tours of the building are scheduled for  

August 20th and August 21st.  You may stop in anytime on those dates         

between the hours of 8:30AM and 10:30AM. The final portion of the    

orientation program will be a student orientation on Wednesday,         

September 4
th

 from 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm in the High School               

Auditorium. 

 

 More that can be done this summer: 

 Next year is a full schedule and lots of new activities.  Talk to 

your student about new activities and get them thinking about 

sports or clubs they may wish to join. 

 

 Junior high starts a bit earlier than Dexter Elementary—set 

those alarm clocks before school starts and get them in practice 

for an earlier day! 

 

Have a great summer sixth graders!  

 We are wishing you the best for next year!  

                                           

 Best of Luck!! 

Ms. Aumell And Mrs. Connell 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
MR. HARTLE 

Physical Education Classes have been working hard on improving their physical fitness. 
Students have been participating in exercises and games to increase muscular and                
cardiovascular endurance/strength.  

 The students in Physical Education class will be performing physical fitness tests in the 
month of May. Students are encouraged to practice physical fitness tests components on their 
own outside of school. Staying active now that the weather is finally cooperating hopefully is 
much easier.  

 Students in grades 4-6 will be participating in the Presidential Physical fitness Test. In 
this test Students fitness scores are compared against children their own age across the    
country. If a student is within the norm of fitness scores across the board they will receive a 
National Physical Fitness Award. If a student if above the norm they will receive a Presidential 
Physical Fitness Award, which is a high honor. The Physical Education Staff highly recommends 
parents to inquire about The Presidential Physical Fitness test to encourage participation. 

 Students in Grades K-3 participate in the Mr. Peanut Physical fitness assessment.        
Students are assessed in areas that encompass the near future Presidential Physical Fitness 
test areas. Students are encouraged to compete against their beginning of the school year 
scores and improve upon them at this time of year. 

 Students should be prepared to go outside everyday from now till the end of year. A 
warm sweatshirt, old sneakers, and old jeans/sweats may be a good idea on days that your 
child has Physical Education.  

The Physical Education staff hopes that the nice weather allows everyone to get out and 
stay active.  

Mr. Hartle 



Kindergarteners just finished learning the elements of music.  

1
st

 graders learned about the instruments of the orchestra, and watched and          

analyzed “Carnival of the Animals” by Camille Saint-Saens. 

2
nd

 graders have been learning about string instruments from all around the world!  

3
rd

 graders have been studying musical form, which is like the blueprints of music!  

We listened to lots of different kinds of music, and identified the form for each. 

4
th

 graders are reading about Dexter the Dragon, a little dragon in 4
th
 grade who is 

excited to be playing the recorder in music class!  Each short story has a song that 

goes with it.  We’re on the spooky song, “Dexter and the Cave Monster,” which is 

about the time Dexter met a monster recorder when practicing near a cave! 

5
th

 graders are practicing three songs for their little recorder presentation for the 3
rd

 

graders, to show off all they’ve accomplished in the past two years, and to get the 

3
rd

 graders excited about starting recorder next year! 

6
th

 graders are learning about famous composers in history, like Bach, Beethoven, 

and Mozart.  We’re listening to lots of great music! 

Congratulations to the chorus and 

band, for giving an Outstanding 

Spring Concert on May 21
st
! 

Have a very musical summer!!! 

Ms. Davis and Mrs. Yost 

In the music room... 



Thank you to everyone who                

contributed to our Art  Show  

Either by  

creating or by admiring! 

 

—Mrs. Majo 



What’s new in the library?  Even though it’s the end of the 

year, we’re still learning new things and reviewing library   

manners and procedures.   

Our fifth and sixth graders have been working on either         

research projects or creative projects based on a favorite 

book.  Third and fourth grades have been adding to their ELA 

and library skills.   

Our youngest library visitors are always busy.  What’s the 

difference between real and fantasy?  Ask any Kindergarten, 

first, and or second grader, and they’ll explain it to you!   

Finally, just a few end of the year reminders: 

 our last day to take out a book will be May 31,  

and all books are due to the library by June 7.  

 Our book swap will begin after June 7.  It’s not too late to 

bring in any gently used books for the book swap. What’s old 

to you will mean a brand new reading adventure to another 

student.   

Mrs. Hardwick 



  Immunization is Protection. 

                          In May 2019,  Parents/Guardians of prospective 6th
 grade students  

who were born on or after January 1, 1994 for the 2019/2020 school year will have received a 

letter about the need to be immunized with the Tdap vaccine.   This is a requirement by 

New York State Department of Health. You have between now and September 2019 to find out 
when and if your child needs to be vaccinated. 

Because of the Reconfiguration of the General Brown Elementary Buildings, your prospective 6th 
grader will be in the Brownville/Glen Park building for the 2019/2020 school year.  Please provide 
Mrs. Higgins (Brownville/Glen Park School Nurse) with written documentation from your doctor for 
your child’s Tdap vaccination. 

                       All kids entering 7th and 12th grade must have the  

meningococcal vaccine. 

Without it, they can’t start school.                               
About the Vaccine: 

• It’s not a new vaccine. It’s been recommended for a decade. 

• Most parents already choose to vaccinate their children. 

• What’s new is that the vaccine will be required for school entry 

as of Sept. 1, 2016. 

About Meningococcal Disease: 

• It causes bacterial meningitis and other serious diseases. 

• Teens and young adults are at greater risk. 

• It comes on quickly and without warning. 

• Its symptoms are similar to the flu. 

• Every case of this disease can result in death or 

long-term disability. 

Check with your doctor. Even kids who have had a shot before may 

need a booster to start school. 

To learn more, visit 

   health.ny.gov/immunize Continued... 



 

 

Summer Sun 

 

Here are some tips for managing the summer sun: 

 

UV Rays are strongest in the middle of  the day.  Plan indoor activities at 
that time or look for shade to prevent sunburn. 

Cover the skin with a shirt AND sunscreen to avoid sunburn! 

Wear a hat – preferably one that covers the neck and ears.  When wearing 
a baseball style hat, remember to apply sunscreen to the neck and 
ears. 

Sunglasses protect eyes from UV rays.  Look for sunglasses that wrap 
around and block nearly 100% of  UV rays. 

Use sunscreen!  Use a sunscreen with at least a SPF of  15 and UVA/
UVB protection. 

This information and more is available at http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/

skin/chooseyourcover/guide.htm.  

  

      

              If you have any questions or concerns about the “happenings” in the Dexter 

 Health Office, give me a call at 779-2333. 

 

        Have a Healthy Summer!!  

Linda Gracey 

School Nurse 

http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/chooseyourcover/guide.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/chooseyourcover/guide.htm

